hominis. 6 Several possible mechanisms by which vaginal lactobacilli decrease have been proposed. These include douching, 7 the use of spermicide such as Nonoxynol-9, 8 and treatment with antibiotics for other infections. However, it is unknown whether vaginal lactobacilli can decrease by natural causes.
Lactobacilli produce lactic acid and hydrogen peroxide (HzOz), which can prevent the overgrowth of other microorganisms in the vagina, z--4 including Escherichia coli, 9,1 G. vaginalis, 11 Chlamydia trachomatis, lz and Neisseria gonorrhoeae. 13 However, during BV, the number of HzOz- 
